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retailers, and entrepreneurial enterprises. 

Consider that every purchase at Woodridge businesses 

supports jobs in our community and funds services such 

as public safety and infrastructure improvements. The 

Woodridge business community helps to create 

character for our Village and increase property values. 

The locations where we eat, shop, and play help make 

the Woodridge community feel like our home.  

Community Recognition Award: Each year, Woodridge 

recognizes people and organizations that positively 

impact our community during the Community 

Recognition Dinner. We have witnessed so many of our 

neighbors coming together and doing good in our 

neighborhoods! We are taking a new approach instead of 

having the Community Recognition Dinner this year due 

to the coronavirus. Would you please submit written 

stories, photos, or videos to recognize a Woodridge 

neighbor, organization agency, or business, that 

demonstrate acts of kindness? 

Please see the website URL or 

QR code below to submit your 

content by Veteran’s Day, Nov. 

11. The Village will create a 

website recognizing our 

neighbors for helping each 

other during such a challenging 

year. 

The holiday season is an 

opportune time to help others. 

We all have an essential role in 

spreading kindness, supporting 

our local businesses, and 

recognizing our extraordinary neighbors! 

Warmest Regards, 

 

 

 

Mayor Gina Cunningham 

From the Desk of 

Mayor Gina 

Cunningham  
 

Dear Woodridge Neighbors and 

Businesses, 

I feel a warming sense of gratitude, 

appreciation, and hope as we 

approach the holiday season. The challenges of 2021 – 

notably the tornado that affected so many of our 

neighbors and the ongoing pandemic – continue to test 

our resiliency.  Nevertheless, we are Woodridge Strong, 

and tough times are an opportunity to overcome. With 

kindness, compassion, and caring, our neighbors have 

helped each other through some tough times. I asked 

this question in the November 2020 issue of the Water 

Bill Brief: “what can we all do to help our community 

thrive in the face of adversity?” Almost one year later, 

that question is still relevant – now more than ever. So, 

we can help our community thrive right now by 

supporting local, buying local, and recognizing the 

positive contributions of our neighbors.  

Support Local – Spread Kindness: It is vital that we 

donate to and volunteer for our outstanding local service 

agencies and non-profits. I encourage you once again to 

rally behind a local organization or social service agency 

that is making a positive difference.  

A few key local organizations to consider supporting 

include the Woodridge Rotary (Tornado Relief Fund), 

Woodridge VFW Post 1578, Kiwanis Club of Woodridge, 

Janes Avenue Neighborhood Outreach (JANO), and the 

West Suburban Community Pantry. Whether through 

monetary donations or volunteering our time, we can 

create a domino effect of generosity when we give. 

Buy Local/Eat Local: When you start your holiday 

shopping – and it is a good idea to start early due to 

national supply chain disruptions – remember to shop 

and eat local! Many excellent retailers, restaurants, 

service providers, and specialty stores call Woodridge 

home, including family-owned businesses, national 

Scan this QR code to 
submit content for the 
Community Recognition 
Award or visit https://
www.surveymonkey.com/
r/35BQP2Y 
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Thank You To Our Veterans  

Veterans Day is November 11. Mayor Gina Cunningham, 

the Woodridge Village 

Board, and the Village 

of Woodridge proudly 

give our deepest and 

heart-felt gratitude to 

all who have served 

our country and those 

serving today. 

Proposed 2022 Budget Is Online 

The Village’s 2022 proposed budget is now online and 

accessible via the Woodridge website, Financial Reports 

page. The URL is tinyurl.com/kbukwxhj. 

FREE Leaf Collection Begins November 1 

The Village and Groot will offer free bagged leaf 

collection on your first four regular collection days 

during November. This program is available to all single-

family residences within the Village's incorporated 

boundaries. An unlimited number of leaves placed in 

biodegradable paper bags may be placed at the curb for 

collection without stickers. The bags may be a maximum 

of thirty (33) gallons in capacity and weigh up to fifty (50) 

pounds. The bags may only contain leaves.  

Gas Station Safety Tips 

The Woodridge Police Department is sharing these 

safety tips to help prevent carjackings and motor vehicle 

thefts while pumping gas: 1) Be aware of your 

surroundings 2) Avoid distractions on your cell phone 

3)Remove keys from the ignition or keep a key fob in 

your pocket. As always, call 911 if you see anything 

suspicious. 

Upcoming Dates of Note 

November 11, 2021 - Veterans Day; In-Service Day, 

Village Offices Closed  

November 25 & 26, 2021 - Thanksgiving Holiday; Village 

Offices Closed 
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Woodridge Reforestation Efforts Update 

The Village continues to work diligently on reforestation 

efforts due to the impact of the June 20 tornado. The 

current status on tree removal, replacement, and general 

restoration efforts include:  

Woodridge Drive Debris Site: Woodridge completed the 

total clean-up of the temporary debris storage site from 

the tornado and the first sprouts of grass  are now visible 

from the restoration.  Free mulch for residents to use on 

their properties is available at this location, just north of 

75th Street. 

Parkway Tree Stump Removal: The Village and its 

contractor recently completed the stump grinding and 

restoration of the over 375 locations where parkway 

trees were lost.  

Parkway Tree Replanting: The Village has placed its 

order with several nurseries for approximately 200 trees 

that will be planted in various parkway locations in mid 

to late October, both in and outside the tornado impact 

zone. Additionally, it includes identifying other limiting  

Private Property Tree Replanting: The Morton 

Arboretum will donate 100 trees in spring of 2022 to 

Woodridge residents who lost private trees due to the 

tornado. The Village has also recently submitted an 

application to the National Arbor Day Foundation 

requesting their support to provide additional trees that 

can be planted by homeowners who lost trees due to the 

tornado. Also, the DuPage Conservation Foundation in 

Naperville continues to partner with Woodridge for 

reforestation efforts. 

A Woodridge Public Works staff member waters  a new tree. 

Members of Woodridge VWF Post 1578 pictured with letters 
of appreciation for their service to our country. 


